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Advertiſement. 
and GENTLEMEN, 


{7 Ze ap? riſe to the following clever Was 
my hearing a young Lady affirm, that ſhe ſaw 
| no harm in going to a BALL. After I had put together 


_ thy beads of it, I ſhewed it to a few friends, who were 
of opinion it might be productive of ſome good if 1 


ould publiſh it, which I the more readily conſented 
| do, -when 1 obſerved how much the cuſtom of giving 
Balls at private houſes has of late prevailed. 


My hearty wiſh is, that it may have the fame happy 


effect upon every reader of it in print, as ] have rea- 


ſon to hope it had in manuſcript upon the Lady for 


whoſe benefit it was chiefly drawn up; wherqfore, 
_ recommending it 10 the bl:ſing of God, and bumbly 
ſubmitting it to your candor, J beg leave to . 


eh 


> 
Your moſt obediens 


and moſt humble Servant, 


The Author. 
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INTRODUGTION. 


.LTHOUGH it is the undoubted 
duty of every Chriſtian to do all in 
> his power to promote the Salvation 
of others, yet he ſhould be careful to guide 
his words with diſcretion, and not to urge any 
thing upon thoſe with whom he hopes to 
ſucceed, without backing his cauſe with 
weighty. and. forcible arguments; leſt he 
ſhould make them imagine, becauſe he ad- 
vances little or nothing on his own ſide of 
the queſtion, that conſequently there 1s little 
or 3 to be ſaid in ſupport of it. 
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It is upon this plan that I purpoſe; with 
God's aſſiſtance, to purſue my deſign of 


proving the abſolute unlawfulneſs of the now 
ſo faſhionable diverſion of BALLS; and tho* 
I am ſenſible that the mighty torrent of 


cuſtom is againſt me, and that 1 may be 
branded with the appellation of a preciſe fa- 


natic; yet J hope to demonſtrate with the 
ckareſt evidence, that BaLLs are entirely 1 in- 
conſiſtent with the Spirit of Chriſtianity, and 
that it is not poſſible to be preſent at them 


- without incurring great guilt. All I deſire 


of thoſe who read the following pages is, 
that they will for a little while diveſt them- 
ſelves'of all prejudice, and not blindly reſolve 
to condemn, before they read. The argu- 


ments .I ſhall bring, are all founded upon 


Scripture and plain Reaſon; therefore till they 
can be anſwered from Scripture and Sin 


Reaſon, it is neither Laughter, Sneers, nor 
Ridicule, that can invalidate their force. 


Obſerve here, that I addreſs myſelf chiefly 
to thoſe who have ſome good deſires, and 
that indulge themſelves in the practice of 
going to BaLLs, becauſe they are not con- 
vinced of the great wickedneſs of them; for 
to prove their ſinfulneſs to ſuch as are de- 
termined to go to them at all events, would 
indeed be labour in vain. 

SECTION 
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SECTION TRE FIRST. 

LL the arguments I ever remember to have 

A heard brought in W of B. A 
are, 

Firſt, That a are no whats forbiddenoh in 
Scripture, and conſequently are innocent. Secondly, 
That many good Chriſtians go to them. Thirdly, 
That provided a perſon does not make a conſtant 
practice of going to them, there can be no harm 
in them now and then by way of relaxation; and 
that by mixing ourſelves ſometimes with the diver- 
ons of the world, we return with greater en 
retirement and religious duties. | 

That BarLs are no where forbidden by name 
or in any particular place of Scripture, may be 


readily allowed, yet it ought to be a much more 


forcible argument to make us abſtain from them, 
that they are forbidden by the whole voice of Reve- 


lation, inaſmuch as every thing is ſtrictly forbidden 
that may diſorder our Souls; and be deſtructive 


of that meek, humble, contrite Spirit, which con- 
ſtitutes the real Chriſtian ; and that Bat.s do tend 


intirely to eradicate ſuch a temper, and cannot but 
be very pernicious to our ſouls, will be fully 
proved hereafter. There are many things not par- 
ticularly forbidden in Scripture, which yet every 
one mult allow to be very great and hainous fins; 


and 


| tain the books that ſhould be wwritten (a)? 
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and were we to do whatſoever we pleaſe, from the 
notion that what we do is no where forbidden in 
Scripture, what extravagancies would ſuch a fancy 
lead us into? We are no where throughout the 
whole Bible commanded not to ſet an houſe on 
fire, yet no-body can be ſo weak as to imagine it 
is no fin wilfully to commit ſuch an action; and 


that becauſe the whole tenor of Scripture forbids 


us to injure our neighbour. Beſides, had our Sa- 
viour and his Apoftles' given a particular prohi- 
bition againſt all the fooleries that the depravity of 
fallen man hath invented, might we not ſay with 
Saint John, that even the world itſelf could not con- 

But have we any reaſon to think that at the 
time'-when Chriſtianity was firſt preached, there 
were any ſuch pleaſures among Chriſtians as are 
to be met with in a modern Ball- Room? No, the 
honour of theſe improvements is all due to us, 
who have been ſo long bleſſed with the tranſcendent 


| light of the Goſpel ; ſcarcely did the Heathen world, 


in the midſt of their idolatrous darkneſs, ever ar- 
rive at that” exquiſite perfection in all kinds of 
Diverſions, Luxury, and Extravagance, that is 


now to be met with __ hate that are Den 


oned good Chriſtians. 


But granting that, at the time of: the anni 


of Cbriſtianity, there really were ſome ſuch enter- 
tainments as modern Balls; yet we cannot ſuppoſe 
that Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſhould think it neceſſary 
co tell their Converts, that they could not rant and 


(a) John xxi. 25. 
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An Addreſs relating to Bats, &. 7 
ſkip about like buffoons and merry-andrews, in all 
the glare of expenſive dreſs, amongſt a crowd of 
unconverted Heathens, either for their own diver- 
ſion, or for that of the company, and at the ſame 
time preſerve in them a truly Chriſtian Spirit, and 
be ſtriving lo enter in at the ſtrait gate (b). Can any 
man in his ſenſes make ſuch a ſuppoſition ? 

But here, (according to the ſecond argument) it 
will be ſaid, that the world (at leaſt the part of it 
which we inhabit) is now become Chriſtian, and that 
the company we meet at theſe nocturnal revellings, 
called BaLLs, are not Heathens, but Chriſtians. 1 
grant that they are ſo called, and that they have the 
outſide appearance of Chriſtians; but are they Diſ- 
ciples of that bleſſed Jeſus, who is meek and lowly in 
heart (c)? Are they all crucified to the world, and the 
world to them (d)? Do they hunger and thirſt after 
righteouſneſs (e) ? Are they of the number of thoſe 
Poor in Spirit, or of thoſe meekand bleſſed mourners (e), 


to whom our Lord has promiſed the kingdom of 


Heaven ? Are they all preſſing forward towards the 


prize of the high calling in Chriſt Feſus, that is ſet 


before them (F)? Are they redeeming the time, becauſe 
the days are evil (g)? Are they never engaged in that 
fooliſh talking and Jeſting which the Apoſtle tells us 
are not convenient (H)? but on the contrary, Dees the 
word of Chriſt dwell in them richly, teaching and ad- 
moniſhing one another (i), warning the unruly, comfort= 
ing the feeble-mind:d, and ſupporting the weak (&? 
Are they among thoſe who /ufer perſecution becauſe 
they live godly in Chriſt Feſus(1,? Are they clothed with 

the 


(5) Luke xiii. 24, (c) Matt xi. 29. 0 Gal. vi. 14. 
(e) Matt. v. 3, 4, 5,6. (J] Philip. iii. 14. (2) Ep h. v. 15. 
7 Eph. v. 4. (i) Coloſl. iii, 16. 690 1 Thel v. 14. 
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8 An Addreſs relating to BALLS, &e. 


the whole armour of God (m)? Do they, from a deep 
ſenſe of remaining corruption, cry out with Paul, 0 
wretched man that I am, Wha ſhall deliver me from 
the body of this death (n) ! Are they giving diligence to 
make their calling and election ſure (o); leſt a promiſe 
being made them of entering into reſt, any of them ſhould 
ſeem to come ſhort of it (p)? Are their affeftions ſet on 
things above, and not on things on the earth (q)! Are 
they not at all conformed to this preſent evil world(r\ ? 


and inſtead of taking ihought wherewithal they ſhall be 


clothed (s), are they ſeeking to adorn themſelves in the 


Hidden man of the heart (t)? Are they renewed in the 


Spirit of their minds (u) ? Does Chriſt dwell in their 
bearts by faith (x)? Do they take up their croſs daily, 
and deny themſelves and follow him (y)? Are they liv- 
ing as ſtrangers and pilgrims upon earth (2)? Do they 
continue inſtant in prayer (a)? Have they that meek 
and quiet ſpirit, which $t Peter aſſures us 1s of ſuch 
great price in the fight of God (b) ? Are they blameleſs 
and harmleſs, the ſons of God, amidſt a crooked and per- 


verſe nation, among whom they ſhine as lights in the 


world(c)? In a word, are they new creatures in Chriſt 
Feſus (d)? | | 
| Theſe and theſe only are Scripture-marks of a 


Chriſtian ; and Scripture is the only touch-ſtone 


whereby we can, according to the Apoſtle's com- 


mand, !ry the Spirits whether they are of God (e) : 


and though we are not to paſs haſty cenſures upon 
any, yet we muſt not ſo far diſhonour the Goſpe] 
of our _ Saviour, as to admit every vain pre- 


tender 


(n Eph. vi. 13. (1) . vii. 24. (o) 2 Pet. i. 10. 
6) Heb. iv. i. (9) Coloſſ. iii. 2. (7) Rom. xii. 2. () Matt. 
vi. 31. (e) 1 Pet. iii. 4. (a) Eph. iv. 23. (x) Eph. Ill. 17. 

Matt. xvi. 24. (Z) Ileb. xi. 13. (a) Rom. xii. 12. 
o 1 Pet. iii. 4. 6 Philip. ii. 15. (4) 2 Cor, v. 17. 
(e) 1 John iv. 1. = | 
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tender to Chriſtianity into the claſs of true believers; 


for as ſure as God's word is true, any perſon who 


has not moſt, if not all the before-mentioned marks 
of a Chriſtian, can lay no juft claim to the name : 
Therefore before we waſte our precious time at 
BaLLs, PLays, CaRD - TABLES, &c. upon the 
preſumption that many good Chri/tians make no 
ſcruple of going to them, how much does it be- 
hove us to examine, whether the Scripture-marks 
of a Chriſtian do appear (and where they are, they 
muſt appear) in thoſe perſons by whoſe examples 
we ſuffer ourſelves to be led ? For if theſe be the 


| Bible-evidences of a Chriſtian, and if they neither 


are or can be in thoſe people who frequent what 
are called places of public diverſion, then we are re- 
duced to the neceſſity either of diſbelieving the 
Bible, or elſe of believing that thoſe who have 
them not are no Chriftians &. 

Now, as it is impoſſible for any body to object 
againſt this concluſion, I pray you, for the future, 
not to entertain ſuch unworthy notions of a real 
Chriſtian, who has in him te mind that was in 
Chriſt (d), as to ſuppoſe that ſuch an one will go 
to BaLLs, PLay-HOUSES, or any of thoſe Taber- 
nacles of Vice, which Satan and his Inſtruments have 
eſtabliſhed in this Land; and to which they have 
tacked the deluding name of innocent diverſions, 

— | thereby 


* St Paul aſſures us (Rom. ii. 28.) that he is not a Jew who 
js one outwardly, neither is that cireumcifh ron which is outward in 
the fleſh; but he is a Jew avho is one inwardly, and circumciſion. 
i that of the heart, in the ſpirit, and not inthe letter: So he is 
certainly no Chriſtian who is only one outwardly ; and baptiſm 
is that of the heart, in the \, pirit, and not in the letter only. 


(4 Philip. ii. 5. 
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thereby to catch a greater number of unwary ſouls | 


in their ſnares *. _ 

I have now, I hope, fully confuted the two firſt 
arguments in favour of BaLLs, and proved beyond 
all diſpute, that they are forbidden by the whole 
tenor of Scripture, and that none but thoſe wha 
content themſelves with the ſhadow of Chriſtianity 


inſtead of the ſubſtance, will ever be frequenters 


The third argument in favour of BaLLs yet re- 
mains to be anſwered ; namely, that provided we 


do not make a conſtant practice of going to them, 


there 


*" Tt is indeed aſtoniſhing how any perſon, who makes the 
leaſt pretenſions to Chriſtianity, can poſſibly be ſeen at a Play- 
houſe, ſince our Comedies in general are filled with ſuch ob- 
ſcenities as a modeſt Heathen would have bluſhed at; yet even 
theſe are perhaps not productive of ſuch evil conſequences as 
many of our Tragedies, to which grave matrons carry their wards 
with the notion of their learning inſtructive leſſons of VIRTUE 
and MORALITY. Now if ranting, romantic love, pride, 
ambition, revenge, luſt, and cruelty, be eſteemed virtue and 
morality, I muſt confeſs that moſt of our celebrated Tragedies 
abound with theſe; and that there is no place in the world bet- 
ter calculated to make young people truly virtuous and moral, 
than the two Theatres of Cowent- Garden and Drury- Lane. | 

Since I have touched on this Subject, I beg leave to relate the 
following fact, which, however ſhocking it may appear to a 
Chriſtian, I myſelf was eye-witneſs of a few years ago, when, 
with ſhame and ſorrow I confeſs, I was a great frequenter of 
Play- houſes. It was at the benefit of a certain Dancing-maſter: 
* The boxes were moſtly filled with young children, who, I 
ſuppoſe, were the Scholars of this Maſter, and came to have 
© their infant ideas formed by a lewd Comedy. Between the 
acts, or after the play, I forget which, one of theſe children, 
who ſeemed to be about ſeven years old, came forth and 
danced two public minuets vpon the ſtage with her maſter ; 
without doubt to the no ſmall ſatisfaQtion of her good mamma, 
whoſe heart muſt needs alſo dance with joy, to ſee her dear 
child ſo much applauded by ſo polite an audience; and that 
ſhe had already acquired 4e corps degage, and was totally freed 
from all mauvai/e honte at fo tender an age,” 
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An Addreſs relating to Bal Is, &c. 11 
there can be no harm in them now and then, by 
way of relaxation; and that by mixing ourſelves 
ſometimes with the diverſions of the world, we re- 
turn with greater reliſh to retirement and- religious 
duties. | 
To this I readily and briefly reply, that the ſame 
reaſon why we ought not always to be preſent at 
them, holds good why we ſhould zever be preſent 
at them; unleſs you will roundly maintain that we 
can ſerve God and Mammon (e), and may com- 
pound with our bleſſed Lord and Saviour; that 
when we are called 10 give our hearts to God, a part 
of them is only meant, and that we may ſometimes 
indulge a trifling worldly fpirit ; and ſometimes be 
devout and heavenly-minded ; which is not at all 
leſs abſurd than if you were to fay, we may be 
ſometimes drunk and ſometimes ſober ; ſometimes 
honeſt and ſometimes diſhoneſt. = 
Let me farther add, that it is a miſerable ſign 
of our being yet dead in fir, that we can look upon 
ſuch things as Bars in the light of re/axations ; 
and to be able to take delight in them now and 
then, argues our nature to be as much unrenewed, 
as if we were pleaſed with them every night of our 
lives. And thoſe who aſſert, that by mixing our- 
ſelves ſometimes with the diverſions of the world, 
we return with greater reliſh to retirement and reli- 
gious duties; might with as great propriety affirm, 
that Ba LLS and Pla vs were means of Grace, and 
highly proper to kindle a ſpirit of devotion; that 
the beſt way to become truly religious, is to lay 
| B 2 7 Gus 
(e) Matth. vi. 24. | 
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our good thoughts aſide, to mix ourſelves with 
carnal, unconverted company, and do as they do; 
in ſhort, to ſtifle all the motions of God's Spirit, 
and drive him from us. 

Would you not think any man a proper object 

for Bedlam, that ſhould ſeriouſly give you ſuch ad- 
vice as this, in order to make you a more zealous 
Chriſtian ; yet, however monſtrous and abſurd this 
may ſeem, it is not at all more ſo, than the be- 

forementioned argument for ſometimes indulging 
ourſelves in the diverſions of the world, in order 
that we may return to the practice of Religion with 
greater earneſtneſs and ſatisfaction. 

But further, what a deplorable ſtate muſt that 
ſoul be in, that is obliged to have recourſe to ſuch 
miſerable ſhifts? How unfit to lanch into eter- 
nity, where we are to be happy day and night in 
ſweet communion with God, and iz ſinging praiſes 
to the Lamb for ever and ever; (and that without 

1 | any BaLLs, PLays, &c. to relax our minds and 
_ increaſe our zeal) how unfit, I ſay, muſt that ſoul -\ 
be for ſuch work as this, that had rather. ſpend | 
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| id five or ſix hours at a BAL, than in —— Me- 3 
It | £ duation, Prayer, holy Diſcourſe, reading the Word 1 
0 | | of Ged, or any other good B O0 ? Surely the joys of 7 
. heaven muſt be very inſipid to ſuch an one, and I 
14 the employment of ſaints and angels nothing but gy. 
1 mere drudgery. 
is But it is not ſo with the !rve Chriſtian. He looks 1 
ik upon his Maſter's yoke as light and eaſy (%); and 1 
lik his commandments are more daefirable to him n b 


14 (/) Matth. xi. 30. N 4 
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Ane gold; yea, ſweeter than hony and the hony- 
comb (g.) The heart of the true Chriſtian is en- 
tirely changed, and fixed upon heavenly objects; 
therefore he is conſtant and ſteady in his obedience. 
His Religion does not influence him only by fits 
and ſtarts; nor can he lay i it aſide in order to attend 
the pleaſures of the world, and take it up again 
when he has no other engagements upon his 


hands. 


If this then be the character of the true Chriſtian, 


what ſhall I ſay to thoſe who have ſcarcely the 


ſhadow of it ? Can you poſlibly think that you 
have obtained be new heart which God hath pro- 
miſed to his faithful people; and that the ſame 


mind is in you that was alſo in Chriſt Feſus (b); 


when you are pleaſed with thoſe very things, with 
which the moſt profligate part of the world is 


pleaſed ? Certainly there can be no greater proof 


os the ſame diſpoſitions and tempers are in you 
that are in them, and that you are of thoſe very 
people whom St Paul tiles lovers of Run, 
more than lovers of God (i). 


SECTION Taz SECOND. 


2 US much for my anſwer to the third ar- 
gument in favour of Barls. And now I 
cannot but think that every unprejudiced perſon 
will allow that what I have already advanced is 
ſufficient to overthrow whatever has been, or can 

be 


(2) Pfal. xix. 10. (4) Phil. ii. 5. 
6) 2 Tim, iii. 4. | 
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be ſaid in vindication of them. However, Firſt, 


It is not my intention to ſtop here, but to Proceed 
to ſhew yet farther, that the cuſtom of BALLs is 
totally deſtructive of every religious ſentiment, 
inſomuch that it ftrikes at the very root of Chrif- 
tianity. Secondly, I ſhall lay before you the Rea- 
ſons why the evil tendency, and actual wickedneſs 
of this kind of diverfion, is neverthelefs ſo little 
perceived, that many ſouls are hurried away by it, 
without being fenfible of their error. Laſtly, I 
ſhall add a word of exhortation and caution con- 
cerning the great danger of a blind conformity to 
cuſtom and example. | 

And Firſt, That the cuſtom of . 1s de- 
ſtructive of every religious ſentiment, can any one 
deny who takes an impartial view of the frequenters 
of them, commonly called, people of ra$mon, and 
the BEST company ? By far the greater part of 
whom, if they live not in any outward notorious 


wickedneſs, yet ſeem perfectly indifferent and luke- 


warm in what concerns their ſouls: Their Religion 


is a thing by the by, a formal lifeleſs piece of ce- 
remony, which only ſerves to their greater delu- 


fion. | 
Now if this be the caſe (and would to God it 


were not) may we not ſafely affirm, that there are 


more people kept from God by Barris and fuch 


like things, than by more palpable and groſs ſins ? 


For the latter are more apt to gall the finner's 
conſcience, and ſend him to Chriſt for eaſe ; whereas 


the former, whilſt they exclude the grace of God, 
and reſiſt the ſtrivings of his Spirit, rather keep 
conſcience 
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conſcience aſleep, and by that means gnaw like a 


canker-worm, and as it were undermine the ſoul 
without our being ſenſible of receiving any injury 
by them. 

For whether all perſons chooſe to look upon the 
diverſion of BALLs as wicked or not; yet we have 
the authority of an Apoſtle to ſay, that ſhe that 
lives in pleaſure, is dead whilſt ſhe liveth (k). She 
may indeed be in perfect health and ſpirits ; and 
be greatly admired for her gaiety and vivacity, 


whilſt her poor foul is languiſhing and dying within 


her; ſo that in proportion as ſhe is alive to the 
pleaſures of the world, ſhe is dead to the things of 
God. 

Another weighty argument againſt BALILs is, 
that they prevent people from looking into them- 
ſelves, and cheriſh a vain, trifling, unchriſtian ſpi- 
rit ; not only for the time being, but oftentimes 


for whole days and weeks before and after; as any 


unprejudiced perſon muſt allow, that has heard 


what wonderful ſatisfaction young Ladies frequently 


expreſs at the thoughts of an approaching Aſſembly, 
and what preparations they make for their dreſs 


upon the Ball. nigt: And when this is over, what 


ample fields for ſcandal are opened from the beha- 
viour and particularities of the company? What 
edifying converſation does the faſhionable or un- 
faſhionable flounce of ſuch a Lady's negligee af- 
ford? And how often is the ruſtic aukwardneſs 
or unparalleled elegance of an entertainment diſ- 


cuſſed ? 


Perhaps 
(#) 1 Tim. v. 6. 
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Perhaps ſome will ſay, it is true theſe things 
muſt be allowed to be contrary to the Spirit of ; 
Chriſtianity, and many may be greatly hurt by 3 


them, but I never think of a BALL before I go to F 
it; at leaſt when I do, it is with meer indifference z = 1 
I give myſelf no trouble about my dreſs, nor do 1 3 
ever make any fatyrical remarks upon the com- 4 


pany; therefore however ſome people may abuſe 
theſe innocent amuſements, I never was the worſe for 
them in all my life. 

To this I anſwer ; that it is a doleful mark of an 
unrenewed heart, to fancy that you can go to ſuch 
places without being hurt by them ; as nothing 
can more tend to deaden Grace and to extinguiſh —* 
the Life of God in the foul, than the vain conver- 
ſation, and trifling (not to ſay wanton) behaviour 
of the company one generally meets with at BaLLs. 
But if you are determined not to allow that you 9 
yourſelf are the worſe for theſe things, (though 
you confeſs that many people may be greatly hurt 
by them ;) yet, are you not aware of the harm you 
| do by your example, and that you are ſoothing 
others in their fins, and contributing your part to 


[i keep them in a ſtate of impenitency ? Surely this 

1 will be no inconſiderable augmentation of your 

Jad _ own guilt, No, you ſay, becauſe if I did not go 

JW to theſe places, others would. It is not in my 

14 power to put a ſtop to ſuch proceedings. But do 

1 not you by going do all in one perſon's power to 

WW countenance and encourage them? And, on the 
5 Contrary, by abſenting yourſelf, do not you do all 4 
il in one perſon's power to diſcourage and prevent 3 
1 them? 
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them? If every body was to argue as you do, the 
moſt wicked and abominable cuſtoms would be 
openly ſupported and defended ; whilſt every ſup- 
> Porter of them would be crying out, It is not I 
E that am the cauſe of theſe doings, becauſe they 
Would be the ſame whether I contributed to them 
or-not. Now let me aſk theſe perſons, Would 
you go upon the high-way, becauſe you cannot 
prevent robbing ? Or would you get drunk and 
ſwear, becauſe though you allow ſuch habits to 
be very wicked, yet you cannot abſolutely prevent 
them. This is juſt as if you were to ſay, << Tho? 
« T heartily wiſh there were no ſuch fins as drun- 
« kenneſs and ſwearing, yet I am determined to 
&« do all in my power to encourage theſe abomin- 
<« able vices.” Examine the caſe, and you will 
find it juſt the ſame with regard to BaLLs. 
Let me farther aſk you, who pretend to ſome 
zeal for Religion, and yet make no ſcruple of go- 
ing to BaLLs, PLavys, &c. how much oftener you 
have deprived yourſelves of your natural reſt to at- 
| tend a BaLL, than zo watch unto Prayer (I)? How 
mämuuch more time you allot to adorn your body, 
when you are to ſhine in a ſtage-box, or to ſparkle 
in a minuet amidſt the circle of wondering behol- 
ders in a Ball. room, than you do each day to adora 
- your ſoul for the general aſſembly and church of the 
firſt-born (n). May J alſo demand in what ſtate 
of mind for religious duties you return home from 
> BarrLs,. whether you are never chagrined about 
ſome punctilio of precedency, or elated on account 
5 C of 
3} Pain 3. () Heb. xii. 23. 
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of the extraordinary notice that was taken of you? 


eſpecially if it was your happy lot to open the BALL, 
or to lead up the firſt country- dance with the moſt 
honourable perſonage in the room? O what noble 
matter of heart- felt joy muſt this be to a truly pious 
ſoul, who has experienced the waſhing of regeneration 


and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt (n)! I would fur- 


ther deſire to know, whether before you exclude the 
Sun in order to go to ſleep, you uſe your Morning 
or Evening Prayers? Or whether, as it is uncertain 
which are moſt proper, you eſteem it moſt pru- 
dent to uſe neither? Laſtly, let me aſk you, with 
a ſerious concern for your eternal welfare, what 
you can poſſibly think of the ſtate of your ſouls, 
who whilſt ſo many Chriſtians. are praiſing the 
Lord for having refreſhed them with ſeaſonable 
reſt, and for bring ſafely brought them to the be- 


ginning of a new Fr ; whilſt ſo many Chriſtians. 


are thus happily employed, what can you, I 
ſay, think of the ſtate of your ſouls, who, wea- 
ried with your laſt night's revel, are ſinking into 
your beds with the din. of the concluding country- 
cance in your ears, and having ſpent the night in 
the works of darkneſs, ( in order to compleat the 
diſorder) muſt waſte the day in ſleeping ? 

Was I to intreat you to ſpend à few hours in 


Prayer and Meditation, you would think me an 
hard laſt-maſter, and would readily aſk, What? 


Are we to be always on our knees? Is there no 
time for relaxation? Yet, whilſt you are capering 


about like ſo many frantic Bedlamites, when your 
uſual 


. 5, ; 


oe 9 FL PEST be 
75855 8 0 ; 
oy ro gd” 2 F . 
C 


e 
„ 


8 ; * a 1 
5 * 4 * EY a 6 
3 +7 46a ef N e %%% ̃ — . K « 4 : 

TI {are 2 S009 „ - 2 7 0] | a g(t IN 2 r r N 5 N f ——— 
N e ore ne Ie — . — VVVVVVVVVWTGoGGͤCVVGWWWGG—TͤWWWWGWWWWVWWWWWWWWWWW $h® 4 5 a A Re a4 £24 8 8 . A 
BCE * " bn ee PPP F A , re 5 1 2 . r ” * 8 Wo INS Z A 3 4-8 
n A : 5 a * r 4 dogs; cab MTN 8 83 2 52 9 IO ITS. NE Haw. Ci Rio 8 S 2 

a 66A N n * bel N Wo". IC, n S & TT WOT BATES 8 
OS ', - MENT I ©. \ 9 2 DE 3 Tei xo 3%; 
n - $a. Fc n ae 7 n A'S 5 4" RIG — 
hoy 40 „ e N 5 72 JI ROE 7 LEY EIS 3 FM + 3 bg \ RR 4 
D 8 EE n fa . we 4 6 e 
8 & * * ti * <=. 2 _— 
) N 


— 4 7 
x” L 
n * 


Ai Addreſs relating to BaLLs, . £9 


uſual time for Evening Prayer is come, I fear you 


never once ſay, What? Are we to be at this work. 


all night? Is there no time for Prayer and Medi- 


tation? 
O for 1 for ſname, at leaſt retain ſo much 


reſpect for the name of IEs us, as not to preſume 


to call yourſelves Chriſtians, whilſt you are ſo far 
delighted with the ſervice of the Devil, as to pre 
fer it to the ſervice of God. 

Believe me, your caſe is very deplorable, an 
ſo much the more ſo, as you do not ſee your dan- 
ger. O how happy is Satan when he can make. 


people wear his chain and think themſelves at 


liberty ! 

To proceed: Do you conſider what hainous 
mockery you are guilty of before God every time 
you ſay your prayers, till you give up all thoughts 
of ever going to another BALL? For inſtance only, 
in the Lord's Prayer, how can you beg that the 
Name of God may be hallowed (o), when you are 
calmly reſolved to negle& the common duty of 
waiting upon God in Evening- Prayer (perhaps 
alſo in Family-Prayer) in order to wait upon the 
Devil's children at a BaLL? How can you pray 
that God's kingdom may come, and his will be dane 
in earth, as it is in heaven (o); when your inten- 
tions are rather to thwart his holy will, to eſtablith 


the kingdom of Lucifer, and to overthrow the 
kingdom of God? Laſtly, How can you, without 


the higheſt degree of hypocriſy, beſeech the Al- 
mighty not 10 lead you into lempialion, and to deliver 
C2 Jeu 

(0) Lord's Prayer. 
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you from evil (p) ; when you are abſolutely deter- 
mined to run yourſelf headlong into temptation ? 
And fo far to chooſe the evil, and refuſe the good, 
as to paſs over your ſtated times and exerciſes of 
devotion, on purpoſe to obtain the former and re- 
ject the latter? | | 
Can any body ſay that there is the leaſt aggra- 
vation in calling this a folemn mockery of Al- 
mighty God? May the Lord give you to lay theſe. 
conſiderations ſeriouſly to heart: But if you are yet 
determined not to leave off going to Bars, I dare 
not affirm, but that you had better leave off ſaying 
your prayers, for though you hinour Ged with your 
mouth, your heart is far from him(q); and the 
prayer of the wicked is an abomination to (r) him *. 


(+) Lord's Prayer. (2) Matt. xv. 8. (7) Prov. xxviii. . 


It were much to be wiſhed that all Mothers and Aunts 
would well conſider theſe things, and inſtead of leading their 
Daughters and Neices about to BaLLs, PLays, CARD-TABLES, 
&c. would bring them up 22 the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, Eph. vi. 4. and ſee that their relaxations were ſuch as 
Chriſtians might innocently take; but, in general, ſo little do 
they refle& on the guilt they hereby pull down on their own 
heads, that many dear children of God have been forcibly 
compelled to go to theſe nurſeries of fin and vice by their 


carnal relations; J mean not only by ſuch as are notoriouſly 


wicked, but cven by the more decent formaliſts, who can pity © 
careleſs ſinners, and rail at the degeneracy of the age, whilſtt 
their greateſt uneaſineſs is to ſee the true marks of real piety in 
any of their family. There are few parents that would have x 


their children go to hell under the character of profligate offen- 
ders ; yet if they will but go there decently with the name of 
heneft, agreealie, good fort of people, they are generally as well 
fatisfied, as they would be concerned to ſee them avorking our 
their ſalvation with fear and trembling, Phil. ii. 12. ; 


SECTION 
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SECTION THEY THIRD. 
' DESIDES all this, what can be more full and 
D perſuaſive than thoſe words of St Paul, Be ye 
followers of me, even as I alſo am of Chriſt (s) : 
And again, Brethren, be followers together of me (t), 
Whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of God (u), &c. 
I know it is eaſy to put ſmooth, gloſſy interpre- 
tations upon theſe and other texts of Scripture, 
and fo to conform the whole Bible to the manner 
in which we chooſe to live, inſtead of conforming 
our lives to the Bible; which many are bold enough 
to do, and ſo wreſt the Scriptures io their own (x) de- 
ftruftion*; but I think it would be rather more pru- 
dent, if they would firſt make it appear, that when 
the holy Ghoſt ſays one thing, he means another, 
other wiſe, till it can be proved that this holy Apoſtle 
went to BALLs, and that they tend to promote the 


glory of God; I cannot concei ve how it can be 


thought 
(5) 1 Cor. xi. 1. ( ) 1 Cor. iv. 16. 
(4) 1 Cor. x. 35. (x) 2 Pet. iii. 16. 


* It is amazing how ſome people (eſpecially ſuch as have a 
name to live and are dead,) will twiſt and torture the Scriptures 
inorder to bring the meaning of texts to the ideas already formed 
in their minds, and to lull themſelves into a wretched ſecurity, 
whilſt by. dividing their hearts between God and the world, 
they are Pied in lukewarmneſs and blinded by formality. 
Thus almoſt every expreflion in the whole book of God that 
enjoins an holineſs of life beyond what ſuits their taſte and 
convenience, they either tell you is confined to primitive times, 
or is not to be taken in a literal ſenſe. And when neither of 
theſe /a/vo's will ſerve their turn, rather than ſuffer their eyes to 
be opened to ſee the naked ſtate of their ſouls, they will quarrel 
with the tranſlation. So that ſetting aſide what is confined to 
primitive times, what is not to be taken in a literal ſenſe, and 
what 1s not tranſlated according to the fancy of men of corrupt 
minds; Chriſtians now-a-days would be deprived of no incon- 
ſiderable part of God's word. = 
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thought lawful for us to go to them, who are ſo 
ſolemnly called upon to imitate him, and to make 
the glory of God the end of all our actions. 

Now only figure to yourſelf the choſen veſſel St 
Paul, with the Virgin Mary for his partner“, dreſſed 
out in faſhionable taſte, dancing together in a mo- 
dern aſſembly? Would not ſuch a fight imme- 
diately deftroy the high ideas you entertain of their 
piety ? Your own heart muſt tell you that it would. 


Again, was you to meet with any hiſtory wherein 


either of theſe eminent ſaints were ſet forth as fre- 
quenters of Barts, and lovers of Dancing; would 
you give any credit to that hiſtory ? Certainly you 
would not; and for this excellent reaſon, becauſe 


you always juſtly looked upon the great Apoſtle 


of the Gentiles, and upon the Mother of our bleſſed 
Saviour, as extraordinary examples of piety ; and 
becauſe your notions of a Saint and a Dancer, are 
as contrary as light and darkneſs. I appeal to 
your own conſcience if this be not true? Now to 
apply this. If to ſee St Paul and the bleſſed Virgin 


_ croſſing over or figuring together in a country 
dance, would entirely deſtroy the exalted opinion 


you have of them ;.and if you would not give 
credit to any hiſtory that ſhould repreſent them to 
have been fond of dancing, as being utterly in- 
7 | 1 | conſiſtent 

I think I ought to make an apology to the Chriſtian reader 


. for introducing this ſuppoſition, as the very mention of it does 


not only carry with it an abſurdity, but ſavours of ſomething 
thocking ; yet there is no reaſon why the thought of ſeeing an 
Apoſtle jumping about in a Ba//-room, ſhould be ſhocking to a 
Chriſtian, but what ſhould make it as ſhocking for any Chriſtian 
whatever to ſee himſelf there, unleſs he is determined to ſet at 
nought the above command of St Paul, namely, Be ye imitaters 


of me, even as J alſo am of Chriſt, | 
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conſiſtent with your thoughts of their great ſanc- 
tity ; how can you flatter yourſelf that your Reli- 
gion will be of any ſervice to you, whilſt you give 
into ſuch practices as are GU deſtructive of all 
your own ſentiments of piety ? 

It may be objected, that you are not the mother 
of Chriſt, nor called upon to be an Apoſtle. 1 
anſwer, that though you are neither the Mother of 
Chriſt, nor called upon to be an Apoſtle ; yet you 
are as much called upon to be a ſervant and child 
of God, to be a new creature in Chriſt Jeſus (Y), 
to aſpire after perfet holineſs, and to ſtrive to en- 
ter in at the ſtrait gate (x), as either the Virgin 
Mary or any of the Apoſtles ; nor can you, without 
renouncing both Reaſon and Religion, indulge 
yourſelf in any practice that appears to you totally 
inconſiſtent with the piety of any other Chriſtian 
whatever, and at the ſame time fancy that you are 
abſtaining from all appearance of evil, and are of the 
number of thoſe whoſe ſpirit and ſoul and body ſhall be 
preſerved RE? unto we coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt *. - 


SECTION Taxes FOURTH. 


66 conſiſts not in any form of duties, 
but in a temper and ſpirit of growing con- 
formity to Jeſus Chriſt; and wherever this is 
wanting, there can be no vital Religion. This is 
too often miſtaken by thoſe who meaſure Religion 
by ſhew and profeſſion; and hence many run into 

the 


(y) 2 Cor. v. 17. (z) Matth, vii. 13. 
* 1 Theſſ. v. 22, 23. | 
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the e abſurdities, whilſt by a mixture of 


holy duties, and a round of vain amuſements, they 
compoſe a motley character; which, whilſt by its 
decency it gains the eſteem of the world, and ſup- 
ports the pride of formality, is utterly deſtitute of 
every internal principle of the divine life. A little 
development may perhaps place this character in 


a more ſtriking light. I will ſuppoſe you, what 
you ſuppoſe yourſelf, a very good ſort of body: As 
ſuch you make it a conſtant practice to go to the 
Sacrament, yet you continue to allow yourſelf in 
what the world calls its Diverſions, BAL LS, 


ASSEMBLIES, &c. Should I aſk you how 
you can think theſe things conſiſtent, you will tell 
me, that if the one is neceſſary, the other is inno- 


cent. But pray how comes it to paſs, if you think 


it thus innocent, that you look upon it, among, 


the other parts of the preparation for the Sa- 
crament, to abſtain that week from BaLLs and 
places of entertainment? Is there not a conſciouſ- 


neſs in your heart, that there is a manifeſt incon- 


ſiſtence, for the ſame perſons, within a few days 
diſtance, to lead up a Dance, and kneel at the 
Lord's Table; to ſparkle to-night amidſt the train 
of pleaſure, and follow with the greateſt delight 
the ſound of a fiddle, and to- morrow to fall 
proſtrate before a crucified Saviour, pouring forth 
tears, <vhilſt you look on him whom you have pierced, 


and mourn (a)? Now, abſurd as this is, it is the 


practice of many who would paſs for devout. 
Indeed according to the preſent ſyſtem of luke- 
warmneſs, 

(a) Zech. xii, 10, 
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warmneſe, (when to go to the Lord's Supper three 
times a year is by the moſt judged piety ſufficient, 
and to attend a monthly Communion is godlineſs 
above the common level,) this may do well enooghl 
and the ſelf-denial is not great. For ſuppoſing a 
weekly BALL, at the worſt, they would only twelve 
times in the year be abſent from it, But now ſup- 
poſe theſe abſenters from BaLLs the Communion- 
week, had lived nearer the primitive times, when 
they not only on the firſt day of the week aſſembled 
for breaking of bread, and, for prayer, but from 
houſe 10 houſe (b), through the week, remembred 


- "their Lord's death, till he come; they muſt either 


have entirely given up their BaLL, or been utterly 
excluded from the Communion of the faithful. 

To enter a Ball-rcom on the Thurſday of the 
Paſſion- weck, the day before the crucifixion of the 
Lord of life and glory, would certainly be reck- 
oned profane by thoſe who have the loweſt no- 
tions of the Chriſtian Religion. Ic would indi- 
cate great inſenſibility to that aſtoniſhing Sacrifice, 
and great careleſſneſs about the effects of it. But 
is it not the Chriſtian's duty to remember this 
every day of his life, and to live under the infu- 
ence, and in the view of that awful tranſaction, as 
much as on the Thurſday of the Paſſion-week ? I 
believe the Scripture will not give you the leaſt 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that what would be profane 
then, would not at any other ſcaſon be unbe- 
coming the ſoul, who is always enjoined to be 
looking for and baſting unto the coming of the day of 

D Ps the 
(5) Acts ii. 4 
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the Lord (c), and remembers him at his table for 
this very purpoſe, that he may continually have his 


loins girt, and his light burning; and he himſelf be 


as one that waileth for the bridegroom, when be will 
return to the marriage (d). 


Can it be doubted, - whether or no, what 1s ac- 


knowledged to indiſpoſe our hearts for waiting upon 
God, and unfits us for the duties of love which 


we owe each other, ought to be avoided by thoſe 


who are commanded to be ready for every good word 
and work (e)? J have ſpoken before of the indiſ- 


polition for prayer which ſuch amuſements occa- 
fion ; I would add a word more with regard to an- 
other ſocial duty. Should you receive a meſlage 
from any near friend or relation, whilſt you were 
in the midſt of a Dance, that he was very ill, and 


deſired once more to receive the pledges of a 
- Saviour's love, before he went to his boſom, no 
more to drink of the fruit of the vine 1ill be ſhould 
drink it new with Chriſt in the kingdom of his Father ; 
that as you were near and dear to him, your com- 
pany would be defirable, that he might here take 
as it were a ſolemn farewel of you, till you ſhould 
meet again; I ſuppoſe you would not think your- 


ſelf in a proper ſtate to be a meet partaker of this 


holy Ordinance, after having been talking for hours 


together of nothing but vanity; as, How prodi- 


% giouſly warm it is; how well or ill ſuch a Lady ©: 


looks; what a ſhocking figure ſuch a one is, what 


a ſweet lil ſhe had on, and how genteely ſhe is 


82 arcikd ; 


= Pet. ni. 12. (#) Luke xii. 35, 36. 
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te dreſſed; how many couples there are, how 
&« many pretty Dances have been called, how Miſs 
e ſuch an one and her partner flirted it away toge- 
ce ther, and much more of the like converſation 
« 10 theuſe of edifying :** Conſider ſeriouſly whether 
after ſuch a ſcene you would not have cauſe to fear, 
that were you called to receive the Communion of 
the body and blood of Chriſt, you would eat and 
drink unworthily, and conſequently damnation to your 
he ſelf; and that therefore you muſt refuſe the laſt kind 
office to your dying friend: ? Andif fo, you may ea- 

lily diſcover, that whatever in your conduct occaſi- 

ons this, is as utterly inconſiſtent with true charity, 
and love of your brother, as it is contrary to the 
duty and love you owe to Chriſt and God. 


| L You will ſay, perhaps, there is a time for all 
things. In anſwer, I would aſk, whether a Chriſ- 

tian can ever innocently allow himſelf in any prac- 
x tice whereby the temper of his heart is ſo far diſ- 
a 1 compoſed, as to unfit him for a communion of 
, A Saints, and fellowſhip with the Father and the 
1 I Son ? And whether if death ſhould ſeize him in 
© this ſtate, he muſt not neceſſarily be excluded from 
d “boch for ever? A thought that deſerves the moſt 
i awakened attention | 


SECTION IRI FIFTH. 


HAT need is there of any more arguments 
againſt the unchriſtian diverſion of BaLLs ? 
I truſt that what J have ſaid already is ſufficient to 
convince every reaſonable perſon that they are a 
D.z: ſcandal 
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ſcandal to a Chriſtian country. I proceed there: 
fore to examine how it comes to paſs that the wick- 
edneſs of BALL s is ſo little perceived, that many 


inconſiderate, well-meaning perſons, continue to go 


to them without ever being ſenſible how great a 
ſin they commit in ſo doing: I ſay, how great a 
fin they commit, becauſe though they may not be 
conſcious of any fin at all, yet wilful ignorance is 
no plea for innocence : Elſe the Jews had been 


guilty of no crime in crucifying the Lord of life, 


nor St Paul in perſecuting Chriſt and his Church 


who nevertheleſs ſtiles himſelf. on that account the ˖ 


chief of ſinners (F); alluding, as he himſelf aſſures 


us, to thoſe very ſins he committed ignorantly. 
The principal cauſe why the wickedneſs of 


BarLLs is ſo little attended to, is their having been 
ſo long eſtabliſhed, and frequented by ſo many 
people who make an ou!ward fhew of Religion; 
which inclines perſons to think that a cuſtom ſet up 


as it were by law, in a nation profeſſing faith in 


the name of Jeſus, and countenanced even by ſuch 


as are eſteemed pious Chriſtians, can neither be 


ſinful in itſelf, nor attended with any pernicious 
conſequences : But a little conſideration will con- 
vince us of the fallacy of ſuch reaſoning ; for it 
muſt be allowed, that no cuſtom in itſelf ſinful, 
(as I have fully proved that of BaLLs to be) can 


alter its nature, either by being long eſtabliſhed, 


by being ſet up in a Chriſtian country, or becauſe 


it is conformed to by ſuch as are called good Chri/- 


tians; but on the contrary, the guilt of every ſin 
whatever 


f) 1 Tim, i. 15. 


2 
© Ig 
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whatever is aggravated in proportion to the time 
we have for reflection, and the light afforded us 
for avoiding it; and there is no reaſon to doubt 


but that the Devil takes a far greater ſatisfaction 


in ſeeing people fall into his ſnares in a land where 


Chriſtianity is the eſtabliſhed Religion, than in a 
nation of Pagans or Mahometans. 

Further, would we ſeriouſly conſider how 
ſtrangely cuſtom metamorphoſes the nature of 
things in the minds of weak people, and what 
extravagancies all its yotaries muſt inevitably fall 
into ; would we conſider this, I am perſuaded we 


ſhould not ſuffer ourſelves to be hurried away by 


a blind conformity to its laws, without weighing 


the fatal conſequences ; which is the caſe with ſuch 


multitudes, who are contented to do wrong, 
meerly becauſe others have done ſo before them ; 
and becauſe they never ſuſpect that ſo many people 
who are looked upon as good Chriſtians, are all the 
while leading them to perdition. 

For inſtance, Sunday in Popiſh countries 1s the 


chief day for Horſe- races, Plays, Balls, Cards, &c. 
and there are few Papiſts who think there is any 
more harm in going to theſe diverſions on a Sunday, 


than on any other day, becauſe cuſtom makes no 
difference between them ; whereas in England many 
who make no ſcruple of being preſent at theſe en- 
tertainments on a week-day, would yet look upon 
any body as monſtrouſly wicked, that ſhould en- 


deavour to perſuade them to go to an Horſe-race, a 
3 Play, a Ball, or a Card-table, on a Sunday. 


The 
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The caſe is exactly the ſame with regard to 
BaLts; I verily believe there are many people 
who fancy they commit no fin in going to them; 
whereas ſome centuries ago, had one Chriſtian 
propoſed to another, to take him to caper all 
night, at a BaLt, he would either have thought L 
him mad, or that inſtead of renouncing all be 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world (g), he in- 
tended to renounce his Chriſtianity. 

Thus we ſee that cuſtom is well called a ſecond 
nature. Cuſtom has the mighty power of con- 
founding right and wrong, and in the eyes ofß§ a 
deluded world, can turn virtues into vices, and 
vices into virtues. Cuſtom has converted that 
heavenly virtue of humility, which the Son of God E 
was practiſing all the while he was on earth, into 
meanneſs of ſpirit, and has conſtituted him alone a 
man of honour, who pays his gaming-debts, and 
ſcorns to forgive an injury. Cuſtom eſteems un- 
chaſtity to be little or no fault in a man, yer cuſ- 


tom eſteems it ſo hainouſly criminal in a woman, 
that none of her own ſex (though perhaps ten thou- 
ſand times more wicked than herſelf) will ever aſ- 
ſociate with her; no, not even though ſhe give 
in the moſt evident proofs of a ſincere repentance. 
ith Whereas if ſhe had every other vice imaginable, __ 
li E- and every diabolical temper concentered in her, z 
1 cuſtom would nevertheleſs ſuffer her to paſs for a 
ill <voman of ſtrict virtue. Theſe are a few inſtances 
= - of the power of cuſtom in our Chriſtian land. 
ft And yet how few do we find, who do not wil⸗ 
9 king | 4 
. 77 Baptiſmal Vow. ; 
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lingly bow down to this bewitching idol ? Alas ! 


few indeed. Shall we then tamely follow e 
blind guide that aſſumes the name of a Chriſtian ? 
Or ſhall we rather make the unerring word of 
God our rule of life ? Surely we cannot heſitate 
in the choice. Indeed I think it may with great 
truth be affirmed, that the formal, nominal Chriſtias 
is an adverſary we have more need to guard againſt; 
than either the profeſſed Atheiſt, or the moſt aban- 
doned Profligute; becauſe we ſuſpect no harm from 
the former, but are ready to fly from the latter as 
from a toad or a ferpent. I is not an open enemy, 
ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 1hat hath done me this diſhonour, 
for then I could have born it; neither was it mine 


adverſary, for then, peradventure, I would have hid 


myſelf from him ; but it was thou, my companion, 
my guide, and my own familiar friend (b), Satan 
is never ſo likely to ſucceed with thoſe whom he 
cannot prevail upon to run into any groſs ſins, as 


when he transforms himſelf into an angel of light (i); 


under which maſk, he has always many uſeful 
agents in the world, by following whoſe examples 
there is too much reaſon to fear, that numbers of 
ſouls have been ruined to all eternity, who never 


ſo much as ſuſpected their danger, till it was too 


late to retrieve their fatal error. 

But how ſhould it be otherwiſe, whilſt in the 
depraved age we live in, multitudes are looked 
upon as good Chriſtians, whom our holy anceſtors 
would not have admitted to their communion 9. 
vet theſe modern ſaints give into the follies and 

Vanities 


) Pſal. Iv. 72. Cor. 1 t4- 
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vanities of the world without the leaſt heſitation ; 
and thereby become ſtumbling-blocks to many 
inexperienced ſouls, who ſeeing ſuch people idolized 
for their Religion, think they may be very ſafe 
under the ſanction of ſuch approved examples: 
But ſurely little need be ſaid to demonſtrate the ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch a concluſion ; ſince, as I obſerved 
before, there can be no other rule of practice but 
the infallible word of God ; therefore, if we ſee 


any perſon chime in with ſuch cuſtoms as are to- 


tally oppoſite to the Divine precepts therein con- 
tained, whatever that perſon may be in the opinion 
of the world, and of his own deceitful heart, he is 
by no means a proper pattern for a Chriſtian to 
copy after. The only examples propoſed to our 


imitation are thoſe of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
it is our conſtant duty to imitate them as far as ever 


we can, and in the ſame degree that the primitive 


Chriſtians did; for the ſame Jesvs died for us, 
that died for them, and if we expect the ſame re- 


ward, he expects the ſame obedience; yet how 


different are the lives of the generality of Chriſ- 


tians now, from what they were in the firſt ages 
of the Church ? 

Were St Auſtin, St Chry/oſtom, St Cyprian, or 
any other of thoſe pious Fathers, to riſe from the 
dead, and take a view of our metropolis (eſpecially 
of the polite part of it) and after having ſpent 


ſome time in it, to hear by chance that it was a 


Chriſtian city, that the inhabitants of it were in- 


grafted into the Church by Baptiſm, and profeſſed 


themſelves to be diſciples of the bleſſed JE Sus; 
Judge, 


4, 
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* if you can, how great would be the ſur- 
priſe of any of theſe holy men at ſuch an account. 
I am apt to think they would with great difficulty 
be made to credit it; a plain proof how far the 
power of cuſtom and example may be prevalent to 
caſt a blindneſs over ſuch as profeſs and call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians ; a blindneſs ten thouſand times 
more dreadful than Egyptian darkneſs, inaſmuch as 
it is more deplorable to have a veil drawn over the 
eyes of our ſouls than over theeyes of our bodies, 


SECTION RZ SIXTH. 


> T TAVING ſhewn that the reaſon why many 
2 L people are apt to fancy they can go to BaLLs 
> without committing any ſin, is entirely owing to 
the force of cuſtom and example; I would now beg 
leave to offer a ſerious admonition to all ſuch as have 
* hitherto, been frequenters of them, and are any 
= ways concerned about their everlaſting welfare. 
> Now ſince the power of cuſtom and example is 
ſ great, and ſo much depends upon our conform- 
Ing or not conforming to it ; let me intreat you, in 
the words of the beloved diſciple, not to believe 
every ſpirit, but to try the ſpirits whether they are of | 
_ God(k), before you ſuffer yourſelf to be led by 
them: Remember that Chriſt himſelf hath told 
us, that not every one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
"= enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the 
woll of his Father which is in heaven (I); and what- 


ever a ſleepy conſcience may perſuade any man to 


(4) 1 John iv. 1. (/) Matt. vii. 14. 
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think of himſelf, becauſe he ſees many in his on 
opinion worſe, yet St Paul tells us, no! be that 
commendeth bimſelf is approved, but whom the Lord 
commendeth —_ - 

Now the word of truth aſſures us, that to be 


j —  carnally minded is death (n), that the friendſhip of 

4 the world is enmity with God (o), that we muſt nei- 

ther love the world, nor the things that are in the 

: world; that if any man love the world, the love of 

K the Father is not in bim (p) : that the end of thoſe 

F who mind earthly things, is deſtruction (q) : that if © 

g any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of 

þ his (r) : that the fruits of the ſpirit are love, joy, 5 

þ peace, long - ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, Faik, 
meekneſs, temperance (s) : that unleſs Chriſt be in us, © 


we are reprobates (t); that whatſoever we do in word 
or in deed, we muſt do all in the name of the Lord 7 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by _ 
him (u) : that we muſt be holy in all manner of con- 
verſation (x); and ſhall be called upon to give an ac- 
tount of every idle word at the day of judgment (y)); 
that wwe muſt in any wiſe rebuke our neighbour, and 9 | 
not ſuffer fin upon him (z); that our ſpeech muſt be 
always ſeaſoned with grace (a), and our communica- 
tion be to the uſe of edifying, fit to miniſter grace 
unto the hearers (b) : that our converſation muſt be 


in 
(n) 2 Cor. x. 18. (2) Rom. viii. 6. 9 
(e) James iv. 4. | (27) 1 John ii. 15. I 
(7) Philip. iii. 19. (7) Rom. viii. 9. a 
(s) Gal. v. 22. (7) 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 3 
44) Coloſſ. iii. 17. (x) 1 Pet. 1. 15. iy 
O) Matt. xii. 36. (z) Lev. xix. 17. ® 
(a) Coloſſ. iv. 6. 00 Ephel. i Iv, 29. 2 
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1H heaven (c), and ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of 
Chriſt (d). © | 

As | theſe paſſages are only a ſmall ſpecimen of 
the conſtant language of our Saviour and his 
_ Apoſtles, what pretenſions can they have to the 

name of Chriſtians, in whom ſcarcely any of the 
1 before- mentioned marks are to be found; inſo- 
A much that they are as totally ignorant of the life 
and power of Religion, as a blind man is of co- 
lours; and know no more of a change of heart, 
than they do of the change of earth for heaven, 
odr of their natural for a ſpiritual body : yet ſome 
how or other theſe miſerable hypocrites contrive 
to keep conſcience at quiet by ſome formal exter- 
5 nal duties, and by flattering themſelves that as they 
have never been guilty of any groſs, enormous ſins, 
they are as ſure of heaven as if they were there al- 
ready; little thinking what a ſea of iniquity their 
hearts are full of, and that the holy law of God 
condemns all thoſe who have not ſecured an inte- 
5 reſt in the Redeemer, for the leaſt ſinful thought 
1 or indulgence, as well as for the moſt notorious 
a acts of wickedneſs; the word of God being, as 
- = ſaith St Paul, a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents 
* 8 of the heart (e). But though the Apoſtle tells them 
© ſo plainly that 70 be carnally-minded is death (F); 
„ * that the friendſhip of the world is enmity withGod(g); 
and that if any man love the world, the love of the 

Father is not in him (b); yet they read theſe alarm- 

E 2 mg 


(e) Philip. iii. 20. (4) Philip. i. 27. 
1 (e) Heb, iv. 12. (F) Rom viii. 6. 
4 (2) James iv. 4. (% 1 John ii. 15. 
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ing texts with as much unconcern as if they had 
nothing to do with them, whilſt the ſame love of 


this world, the ſame attachment to its cuſtoms, 
follies, and vanities, influence them as much (if 
not more) than they influence a Jew or a Heathen. 
How wide then are theſe Diſpoſitions from that 
deadneſs to the world, and that humble child-like 
temper, without which our Lord hath declared 
that we cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven (i). 


Again, when we are ſo poſitively told in Scrip- 


ture, that unleſs Jeſus Chriſt be in us we are repro- 


| bates, and that if any man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, be is none of his (&); yet far from having 


this Spirit of Chriſt, or deſiring to have it, there 
are many who are quite enraged againſt them to 
whom it has pleaſed the Lord to give his Spirit ; 
and fancy that they do God ſervice, when they ex- 


claim againſt them as enthuſiaſts, fools, and mad- 


men : hereby plainly proving themſelves to be 
none of Chriſt's, but to be of thoſe natural men 
who, as St Paul declares, cannot receive the things 
of the Spirit of God (I), becauſe they are fooliſpneſs 
unto them; and therefore (as the author of the book 
of Wiſdom tells us) account the life of the truly reli- 
gious man to be madneſs (in). 

Moreover, when we are ſo ſtrictly enjoined fo ex- 
hort one another daily (n); to be holy in all manner of 
converſation (o); and to let our communication be 


* the uſe of edifying, Mo to miniſter grace unto the 


Hearers ; 


(5) Matt. xvii. 3. (% Rom. viii. 9. 
(/) 1 Cor, ii. 14, n) Wiſd. v. 4 
(2) Heb. iii. 13. (o) 1 Pet. i. 5 
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Hearers (p); is it not amazing that multitudes of 


ſouls ſhould be ſo infatuated as to fancy themſelyes 
to be in ſafe ſtate, whilſt they live in a total neg- 
lect of theſe expreſs commands, and can fit and 
rack their inventions to rake up all the nonſenſical 
chat of the town, and had rather talk for hours 
together upon the moſt trifling ſubjects, than for 


a moment upon che one thing needful (); inſomuch 


that religious converſation, which is fo eſſential a 


part of our duty, and the delight of every true 
believer, 1s almoſt the only kind of diſcourſe that 


is excluded, not only in public companies, when 


it might not always be proper to introduce it, be- 
cauſe we are forbid /o caſt our pearls before ſwine (r), 


but even amongſt intimate friends in their more 


retired hours “. 


Nay, ſo little true Religion is there amongſt 
many formal Church- going people, that I wiſh it 
were an exaggeration to ſay, that they have not 
only a perfect loathing to all holy diſcourſe, but 


would even look with aſtoniſhment upon any per- 


ſon, -and either think his head turned, or that he 
was 


( Ephel. iv. 29. 7 Luke x. 42. 
(0 Matt. vii. 6. 


* Can there be 2 more diſmal ſign that there is not a ſpark 


of Religion in ſuch i; i ? For where the treaſure is, there 


vill the Leart be uo; Matt. vi. 21. and out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth jpeaketh, Matt. x11. 34. The Glutton's de- 
light is to talk of eating ; the Drunkard's of drinking ; the 
Sportſman's of his horſes and dogs. The moſt agreeable topic 
to a fine Lady isdrefs and diverſions. And the Chriſtian is never 
ſo happy, as when diſcourſing about 7he things of God and his 
ſoul. This is an infallible touch-ſtone whereby we may try 


_ ourſelves ; therefore, wo unto thoſe whoſe hearts condemn 


them in this reſpect. 
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was guilty of a breach of polite behaviour, ſhould 
he dare in their preſence to mention Þ tbe exceeding. 
great love of our Maſter and only Saviour Jeſus Chriſt 


in dying for our ſins, or even to introduce his ſacred 
Name, except in way ſayings, or profane excla- 
mations. 

Theſe are diftinguithing marks whereby the no- 
minal profeſſor * may be often diſcerned by us; 
tet us now ſce how theſe bitter enemies and utter 
ſtrangers to true Religion are deſcribed in Scrip- 
ture. | 

Solomon calls them a generation that are pure in 
their own eyes, and yet not cleanſed from their filthi- 
neſs (5s). The prophet Iſaiab, and after him our 


bleſſed Saviour, calls them a people that honoureth 
bim with their lips, but their heart is far from him (t). 


Holy David expoſtulates with them in the follow- 


ing words; what haſt thou to do to declare my ſta- 
- gutes, or that thou ſhauldſt take my cavenant in thy 


mouth; ſeeing thou bateft inſtruficn, and caſteſt my 


- evords behind thee(u) ? St Paul deſcribes them, as 


having the form of godlineſs, but denying the power 


theredf (x). It is ſaid of them, Rev. iii. 1. that 


they have a name to live, and are dead. 
And laſtiy, they are thus deſcribed, and the fol- 
lowing tremendous ſentence is pronounced againſt 


them 
4 Communion Service. 

* reſt thou one that is au 75 in his own conceit, ſaith Solomon, 
there is more hope of a fool than of him; ſo of all perſons what- 
ever, the moral ſelf-righteous Phariſees, are the moſt unwilling 
to receive the Goſpel, For they that are whole, that is (thoſe 
who think themſelves ſo) need not a phyſician but thoſe that are 
fick, as our Saviour himſelf aſſures us. 

(s) Prov. xxx. 12. . 13. 
(z) Pſal. I. 16, 17. (*) 2 Tim. ili. 5. 
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them by our Lord himſelf, from the mouth of his 
holy Angel, Rev. iii. 15, 16, 17. I know thy works, 
that thou art neither cold nor hot; I would thou wert 
cold or bot; ſo then becauſe thou art lutemarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will ſpue thee out of my mouth ; 
becauſe thou ſayeſt, Tam rich, and increaſed in goods, 
and have need of nothing ; and knoweſt not that thou 
art wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and Blind, 


and naked : therefore anoint thine eyes with eye. ſalve, 


that thou mayſt ſee. 

When we obſerve the generality of people who 
are called Chriſtians, how many more do we ſee 
who anſwer theſe marks than thoſe before given? 
A diſmal proof, that numbers are loft through a 
falſe confidence of ſalvation, and of the truth of 


our Saviour's prediction concerning theſe latter 


days; that becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, the love of 
many ſhall wax cold (). 

This prophecy is indeed ſo exactly fulfilled at 
preſent; that inſtead of that Religion, whereby we 
dedicate ourſelves, our ſouls and bodies to be a reaſon- 


able holy and lively ſacrifice unto God (2), the ſkele- 


ton of it ſcarcely remains, 

I fear we ſhall find this aſſertion verified in the 
character of Lucinda. 

Lucinda is affable, obliging, and era 
eſteemed by her acquaintance, who look upon her 
as a woman of extraordinary prudence and piety. 


She would not for the world omit her Morning 
and Evening Prayers; ſhe conſtantly reads the 


Pſalms and Leſſons of the day; ſhe never is abſent 
| | | ö from 
60 Matt. xxiv. 12. (=) Communion Service. 
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from Church on Sundays, and would oftener go 
there on week - days, if ſhe was not prevented 
by engagements to. go with her friends into the 
city, to ſee what Mercer keeps the moſt faſhion- 


able ſilks ; or elſe by buſineſs of importance at 


home; ſuch as the reception of ſome viſitors, or 


neceſſary diſcourſe with her Millener ; or perhaps 
it is the Dancing-maſter's morning, and ſhe knows 
her children will not take half the pains they ought 
in ſo material a branch of their education, unleſs 
ſhe herſelf is preſent. 
Lucinda goes every other month to the Sacra- 
ment, beſides the three great Feſtivals, and hears 
her children ſay their Catechiſm every Sunday even- 


ing; ſhe frequently gives ſixpence or a ſhilling to 


the poor; and never dines till after Evening Ser- 
vice upon Aſb- wedneſday, Good - Friday, and the 
thirtieth of January, when ſhe makes an hearty 
meal upon coſtly fiſh and rich ſauce *. 
Lucinda is a bitter enemy to naughty women, 
and often tells you how much ſhe is ſhocked at 
the indecent language of the common people in 
the ſtreets; yet this very ſame Lucinda as readily 
pays her money for a place in that choice Taber- 
nacle of Satan, called a Play-houſe (where ſhe enjoys 
the company of many of the rakes and proſtitutes 


of 


bs Nowithſtanding all Luciuda's duties, I fear it may be 
affirmed that ſhe never prayed or faſted in all her life, and 
that ſhe is an utter ſtranger to every ſpark of charity. Who- 
ever will conſider the difference there is between praying and 
ſaying of prayers, .and look at the deſcription given of charity 


by St Paul, 1 Cor. xili. 13. and that of faſting, by the prop — | 


{aiah (Ifai, iii. 3, 4, &c.) will —— be of the 
Opinion, 


An Addreſs relating tb Bals; & T. A 
of the town) and is as much delighted to hear and 
ſee God diſhonoured by the immodeſt actions, 
oaths, and filthy jeſts of the actors, as any other 
perſon in the Theatre *, The play being finiſhed; 
the returns home to ſupper, talks till bed-time 
what a charming fellow FooTE is, or how glorioufly 
Garrick ſhone, ſays her prayers, and goes to ſleep. 

Ranelagh is alſo a favourite diverſion with Lys 
cinda, though ſhe would like it much better, if if 
was poſſible to keep out all low company, which 
ſhe was in hopes would have been the caſe whert 
the price for entrance was raiſed to half a crown + 
But ſince this has not had the wiſhed-for effect, 
and Tradeſmens wives will ſtill imitate their betters, 
and intrude themſelves amongſt people of faſhion z 
the often comes home ready to faint, and declares; 
that though the room was ſo crouded, ſhe could 
ſcarcely ſtir, yet there was hardly a foul there, 

A violent Rout is Lucinda's averſion; yet ſhe 
dea ly loves a ſnug private party of four or five 
tables; but notwithſtanding ſhe is ſo immenſly 
fond of Cribbidge, ſhe never touches a Card in the 
Paſſion-week, nor the night before the Communion 3 
and does not much chuſe to play either Wedneſdays 
or Fridays in Lent, when ſhe can avoid it conf; fey 
with good manners. 

Lucinda has read Triſftratn Shake but io fa 


from approving it, is greatly diſcompoſed at the 
general 


* To ſhew Lucinda in what = the primitive Church re- 
garded thoſe who attended the public ſpectacles; that noted Fa- 
ther Tertullian gives an account of a Chriſtian woman, who ii 
his time returned from the Theatre poſſeſſed with a Devil; 
at which, he expreſſes no manner of aſtoniſhment; /inre Sura 
found her upon his own ground; 
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general ſatisfaction it gives to almoſt all ſorts of 
people; and declares, that it is a ſad ſign of the 
depravity of the times, when Clergymen are pre- 
ferred and patronized for writing indecent books. 
Lucinda has now and then ſome twinges of con- 
ſcience, but theſe are preſently ſilenced by reflect- 
ing how much more religious ſhe is, than any of 
ber acquaintance ; and by calling to mind her 
duties; or if this will not do, another chapter in 
the Bible, and ſomewhat extraordinary to the firſt 
Beggar ſhe meets, preſently ſets all to- rights again. 
Such is Lucinda, who has as much reaſon to fancy 
herſelf already a glorified Saint in heaven, as that 


there is any poſſibility of her arriving there as ſhe 


goes on at preſent ; yet how many ſouls are build- 
ing their hopes of ſalvation upon ſuch a Religion as 
this ; and for no other reaſon in the world but be- 
cauſe they fee others, that are looked upon as excel- 
lent Chriſtians, going on in the ſame way, and in the 
ſame wretched deluſion with themſelves; whereas if 
they would candidly ſearch the Scriptures, J queſtion 
not but they would find themſelves condemned in 
almoſt every page of the Goſpel. 

Some people will perhaps cry out, ſurely this is 
talking very uncharitably, for at this rate how few 


will be ſaved ? But they cannot tell what they 


mean, except they would have us make God a 
liar , and in order to lull our poor fellow-creatures 
into the fata] dream of carnal ſecurity, aſſert, that 
he will admit them into heaven upon terms con- 
trary to thoſe laid down in his own Word, That 


ſound 
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found pillar of our excellent Church, Biſhop 77all, 
in his Character of a real Chriſtian, has theſe words; 
« ] would it were uncharitable to ſay, there are 
« many Profeſſors, few Chriſtians ; if words and 
forms might carry it, Chriſt would have clients 
«© enough.” | | 

Our bleſſed Saviour aſſures us, that broad is the 
way, and wide is the gate, that leadeth to deſtruc- 
tion, and many there be that go in thereat ; and, that 
narrow is the way, and ſtrait is the gate, that lead- 
eth to life, and few there be that find it (b): Yet 
how compoſedly do many perſons repeat theſe 
awakening paſſages, who at the ſame time are con- 
firming the truth of them; and though perhaps 
they live in no outward enormities, do nevertheleſs 


ſwim with the ſtream, till they fall into the gulph 


of endleſs miſery. But if we allow our Saviour to 
ſpeak truth in theſe places, we can have no more 
terrible proof of our being in the way that leads to 


deſtruction, than when we are doing as the gene- 


rality of the world do; nor can we have any bet- 


ter evidence of our being in the right way, than 
when we are reſolved to act contrary to the-torrent 


of cuſtom, and are regardleſs of being thought par. 
ticular; concerning which Satan's inſtruments talk 
ſo learnedly in their Lectures upon the neceſſity of 
a prudent compliance with the World, in order to 
affright God's children from their obedience. 
Again, when we are told in Scripture, Ha the 
kingdom of heaven ſuffereth violence, and that the 
violent take it by force (c); that it is cafrer for a 
. | 1 2 | camek 
(5) Matt, vii, 1 $366 (c) Matt, xi. 12. 
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camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven (d); 
that whoever will come after Chriſt, muſt deny himſelf, 
and take up his croſs, and follow him (e) ; that many 
are called, but few choſen (F); that the righteous are 


fſearcely ſaved (g); that through much tribulation we , 


muſt enter into the kingdom of heaven (h) ; and, that 
many ſhall ſeek to enter in, and not be able (). I 
ſay, when we read theſe, and other texts of the 
like nature, we muſt needs imagine, that it is not 
ſo eaſy a matter to get to heaven as many people 
are apt to fancy, who ſeem to have feund out 
quite a new road thither, very different from that 
ſtrait narrow way, to which our Saviour has di- 
rected us, and in which whoſoever now dares ta 
walk, will be told that he is righteous over-mucb, 


and ſolemnly cautioned againſt the danger of running 
into extremes, and carrying matters too far : But 


this is no more than muſt be expected in an age 
wherein ſo many do at once glory in their ſhame (k), 
and are aſhamed of that in which they ought to 
glory (1). An age wherein formality ſupplies the 
place of vital Chriſtianity, and in which ſpirituality 
and enthuſiaſm are fo far become ſynonymous terms, 
that a perſon is looked upon as little leſs than mad 
as ſoon as he comes to the right uſe of his. under- 
ſtanding. An age wherein the pure doctrines of 
Scripture and of the Reformation, are ſet aſide for 


e morality and * 2 — of ethics; and a ſteady 
adherence 


(a) Matt. xix. 24. le) Matt. xvi. 24. 
Y Matt. xx. 16, (g) 1 Pet. iv. 18. 
(5) Acts xiv. 22. () Luke xiti. 24, 


(#) Philip. iü. 19. 00 Gal. vi. 14. 
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adherence to the truly evangelical tenets of the efta- 


bliſhed Church, is ſufficient to gain a man @ nick- 
name, and to make him become a by-word among 
the people (m). 

Let us therefore, as we value our immortal 
ſouls, take heed how we ſuffer ourſelves to be led 
aſtray by any wretched pretenders to Chriſtianity, 


and carefully avoid all thoſe ſnares which the De- 


vil and his adherents have eftabliſhed in this land, 
which has been ſo juſtly viſited with the judgments 
of a righteous God for our crying. fins and hor- 
rible lukewarmneſs, 

Let us reflect what thoſe who have been cut off 
without having made their peace with God through 
Chriſt their Redeemer, and have felt the puniſh- 
ments of the damned; let us, I ſay, reflect what 
they would do, could they begin their lives again, or 
obtain one ſuch opportunity-of repentance, as God 
of his infinite mercy now vouchſafes to us. Would 
bey waſte any of their precious time in BAaLLs, 


and ſuch like vagaries, and dance for hours toge- 


ther upon the frightful precipice of eternity, not 
knowing but the next moment might hurry them 
again into thoſe inexpreſſible torments they once 
experienced, where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched, where there is weeping and wail- 
ing, and gnaſhing of teeth (n). 

Fudge therefore yourſelves, Brethren, that ye be 
not judged of the Lord (o), and take heed, according 
to the A poſtle” 8 N ſbal you refuſe not bim 

gat 


(n), Job xvn. 6. 1) Mark ix. 44. 
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that calleth (p) ; for the God of Truth hath ſaid, 
that his Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with man (9). 
To-day therefore, whilſt it is called 10-day, harden 


not your hearts; but calmly and ſeriouſly reflect, 


what a fearful thing it is 70 fall into the hands of the 
living God (r), whoſe word is quick and powerful, and 
Sharper than any two-edged ſword, piercing even to 
the dividing aſunder of ſoul and ſpirit (5) ; and who, 
to his enemies, is even a conſuming fire (t); and 
able io deſtroy both body and ſoul in hell (u). 
Conſider, I beſeech you conſider, that theſe are 
not airy phantoms and idle tales, but they are aw- 
ful and intereſting truths, truths that are founded 
upon the word of God, and ſuch as ſhould make 


the unrenewed heart of every ſelf-deceiving formaliſt 
to tremble ; wherefore I pray God they may fink 


deep into your conſciences, and excite you fly to 
Jzsvs the Saviour of all that truly turn unto him; 
and if you are ſenſible of your need of a Redeemer, 
and will come as a loſt, undone ſinner, not truſting 
in your own righteouſneſs, but in his manifold and 
great mercies (x), there is no doubt but he will 
waſh you clean by his precious all-atoning blood, 


and clothe you with the robe of his perfect righte- 


ouſneſs; and being thus ade free from fin, and 


become ſervants to God, be urgent in imploring the | 


continuance of divine grace, to enable you to walk 
worthy of your vocation, in all holineſs and good 
works. Then ſhalt you find, (but never by 


- the 
(2) Heb. xii. 5. (g) Gen. vi. 3. 
(7) Heb. x. 31, ® (5) Heb. iv. 12. 
t) Heb, xii. 29. (4) Matt. x. 28. 
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| the palliating and ſuperficial divinity of too many 


in our days,) that the ways of Religion are ways * 


 pleaſantneſs, and that all her paths are peace (). 


THE CONCLUSION. 


H AVING anſwered the arguments commonly 


brought in vindication of BaLLs, and pro- 
duced ſeveral proofs of their evil tendency and 
actual wickedneſs ; having ſhewn the reaſons why, 


_ notwithſtanding theſe diabolical diverſions have 


gotten ſuch root, and the ſinfulneſs of them is fo 


little perceived, that many unwary ſouls go to 


them without ſuſpecting their danger: Having 
admoniſhed you to beware of a blind conformity 
to cuſtom, and of the examples of nominal Chriſtians, 
and given ſome marks whereby ſuch may gene- 
rally be diſcerned from thoſe who are Chriſtians 
altogether ; and laſtly, having exhorted you to flee 


from the wrath to come (2), unto Him who is able 


and willing to ſave lo the uttermoſt all that come unto 
God by him (a); yet I cannot conclude without 


obſerving that it is indeed a melancholy reflection, 
that cuſtom ſhould have fo far blinded the eyes of 


many, as to make a demonſtration of this kind 
neceſſary; but ſince this is the caſe, all proper 
care, I hope, has been taken to ſet forth theſe 

enormities under their true colours, which, I truſt, 
I have now done without the leaſt aggravation ; 


and if it can be proved that I have aſſerted any 
PM thing 


0) Prov. wi. 17, (z) Matt. iii. 7. 
(a) Heb. vii. 25. 
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9 whatever that is not ſtrictly agreeable * ; 
holy e and plain reaſon, I MP give A 
the point: A. 7 
1 am ſenſible that if any body in the firſt 209g | 
offthe Church had attempted to prove, that no 
Chriſtian could go to BatLs, PLavs, RovuTs, 
:VELLINGS, and ſuch like, without diſgracing 
his holy profeſſi . his arguments would have 
been looked upon to be as unnevellary, as thoſe of 
a man who, in theſe days, ſhould write a folio in 
der to prove, that the Sun ſhines on a bright 
y, and his labour as needleſs as that of one who 
would g⁰ through all the rules of arithmetic to 


ſhew that 2c and to make four; but, 


Tempora mutantur, nos & mutamur in illis ! 


The Church cou*d once her Golden Ages boaſt ; 
But ſad Experience ſhews thoſe Times are loſt ! © 


as Thongh I truſt T have advanced nothing againſt Balli and 


Plays, but what can be warranted by the beſt authority ; yet T 


may be perhaps thought rather too ſevere in having cenſured 
THE FLOURISHING TRADE OF CARD-PLAYING, for ſince we 
read in hiſtory of a Roman Emperor who ſpent his time in 
catching of flies, ſurely our modern Nebility and Gentry may 


Juſtly claim the 3 of diverting themſelves a few hours 


in an evening (eſpecially as it may be done ſo very conſiſtently 
with the faſhionable di of piety) in counting black and red 


ſpots, and aſking What's trump, who ſbuffled, who cut and who 


dealt ? as alſo of building houſes with their Cards, and blowing 


them doewn again, by way of changing the ment, whenever 
they think proper. 
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